
Serving Youth in
Family Scouting 



National Key 3 Task Force

Top national-level volunteers, experts in program ựchartered to:

ÅEvaluate the survey feedback

ÅProvide a recommendation on the proposal to serve families
more effectively

ÅSuggest how such a program may be implemented

ÅPropose an implementation timetable



WHAT WE KNOW

Both parents work 
in the household

60% Families are 
getting busier

Single-parent 
households

27% 
Higher for 
underserved markets

30%
Hispanic 
HH

55%
African-
American HH

SOURCE: 2015 Pew Research on Parenting

Nearly half of 
all boys are 
now ethnic 
minorities

Many underserved 
communities prefer 
to participate in 
activities as a family

Families are more diverse

Over 1/3 of 
parents feel they 
spend too little 
free time with 
their kids

Millennial parents 
want to spend 
more time 
interacting with 
their kids

All families have less free time



WHAT WE KNOW

SOURCE: 2017 Harris Interactive Study of Scouting Families

Cub Scout 
parents think 
Cub Scouts
is relevant 
for boys 
andgirls

85% Current Cub Scout parents 
would be interested in 
registering their daughters 
if a program was available.

Greater than 2 out of 3 

70%
Southern 
and 
Northeast 
regions

67%
Central
region

63%
Western 
region

Parents would be 
interested in this 
type of program.

Western and Southern region 
index highest interest

Cub Parents See Program 
Relevance for ALL Kids

Non-Scouting Families 
are Interested

90% 

95% 91%
Southern 
region

Western 
region



Primary Research Key Takeaways To Date

Across all segments:

ÅThe current curriculum for the Cub Scout and Boy Scout programs is deemed relevant 
for both boys and girls.

ÅThere is high receptivity and interest in joining the program at both the Cub Scout 
and Boy Scout level.

Among Boy Scouts and Venturers, there is high interest in expanding the 
program with minimal impact on current program participation.

If a program for girls age 11 to 18 is added, respondents are generally in favor of 
allowing girls to earn the Eagle Scout rank and participate in Order of the Arrow.

Survey-based estimates indicate expanding the Cub Scout program to include 
girls 5-10 years old could potentially bring in a significant increase in 
membership.



Family Cub Scouting seems straightforward



But what about Boy Scouts?
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we are today

October 11, 2017, the BSA National Executive 
Board voted unanimously to approve welcoming 
girls to both Cub Scouting and Boy Scouting, in 
2018 and 2019, respectively.

A program for older girls is scheduled to launch 
February 1, 2019.

All youth who join our program and fulfill the rank 
requirements can earn Eagle.

Troops will be single gender; a linked troop 
structure has been approved wherein COs and/or 
troop committees may be shared between troops.


